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Stay Connected to Your Co-op

The Farmers Electric office will be
closed Thursday and Friday, Nov.
24 and 25 for the Thanksgiving
holiday. We wish all our members a
safe and health holiday!

Energy Efficiency Tip of
the Month:
Did you know that
about 90% of U.S.
homes leak air?
Air gaps account
for as much as
30% of the energy
used to heat and
cool homes. Seal
air leaks around pipes and any gaps
around chimneys and unfinished
spaces behind cupboards and
closets. Air sealing products include
caulk, foam and weatherstripping.
These materials are some of the
least expensive efficiency products
at most hardware stores – and are
easy to use.

P.O. Box 330
Greenfield, IA 50849
FarmersREC.com | (800) 397-4821

L

iving through an Iowa winter means
understanding that rough weather
will occur and sometimes power
outages simply can’t be avoided.
When this happens, Farmers Electric’s line
crews are out as soon as is safely possible,
working in harsh conditions day or night, to
restore your power.

to see the current list. It’s very important that
Farmers Electric finds these people as soon as
possible so that we can forward payment.
If you see your name on the list, or have
information on the whereabouts of anyone
listed, please contact us.

But there’s one step you can take to ensure
your electricity is restored as quickly and
safely as possible. By keeping your contact
information up to date, you can help us speed
up the power restoration process by allowing
us to more quickly and accurately locate the
outage when you make a report. Please let
the co-op know if the phone number on your
account, your mailing address or any other
information on your account has changed.
Another important reason to keep your
contact information up to date is so the
cooperative can locate you when it comes
time to pay out capital credits. Each year, the
Farmers Electric Board determines how much
money will be returned to co-op members
after all expenses have been paid.
We currently have a long list of members and
former members who have not cashed their
capital credits checks. We publish this list
annually in this newsletter – visit our web site,
www.farmersrec.com and click on “About Us”
then “Publications” then August 2022 issue

Student Job Shadows Linemen
Farmers Electric is proud to support
young people who pursue careers in utility
industry. Recently, local Creston High
School student Garrett Fry spent a day job
shadowing our employees, learning more
about what linemen do on a daily basis.
Garrett plans to attend Des Moines Area
Community College (DMACC) to pursue
being a lineman. Garrett is pictured here
with Director of Operations Dave Shike.

SAFETY FIRST

Planning to Build a New Grain Bin?

I

f you’re considering a new grain
bin this spring, remember that it’s
important to first contact Farmers
Electric Cooperative.

Your cooperative will provide assistance
in planning for a safe environment for
everyone working and living around
grain bins. The State of Iowa requires
specific clearances for electric lines
around grain bins, with different
standards for those filled by portable

and permanent augers, conveyors and
elevators.
The drawings on this page show the
specific clearances required for both
scenarios. If you have any questions,
please call Farmers at (800) 397-4821.
According to the Iowa Electric Safety
Code found in Iowa Administrative Code
Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b.: An electric
utility may refuse to provide electric service
to any grain bin built near an existing
electric line which does not
provide the clearances required
by the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI)
C2-2017 “National Electrical
Safety Code,” Rule 234F. This
paragraph “b” shall apply only
to grain bins loaded by portable
augers, conveyors or elevators
and built after September 9,
1992, or to grain bins loaded by
permanently installed augers,
conveyors, or elevator systems
installed after December 24,
1997. (As adopted by the Iowa
Utilities Board)
Farmers Electric Cooperative
is required by the Iowa
Utilities Board to provide
this annual notice to farmers,
farm lenders, grain bin
merchants, and city and
county zoning officials. If you
have any questions concerning
clearance regulations, please
contact the cooperative.
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Disclaimer: These drawings
are provided as part of Iowa
electric cooperatives’ annual
public information campaign
and are based on the 2017
Edition of the National
Electrical Safety Code. To

view the actual drawings, refer to that
publication. Every care has been taken for
the correctness of the contents for these
drawings. However, the Iowa Association
of Electric Cooperatives and its
member cooperatives accept no liability
whatsoever for omissions or errors,
technical inaccuracies, typographical
mistakes or damages of any kind arising
from the use of the contents of these
drawings, whether textual or graphical.

Don't Give Power
to Scammers

T

he co-op was notified recently
that one of our members
received a phone call from
a local phone number
claiming to be from Farmers Electric,
threatening the member to disconnect for
nonpayment.
Calls like these can be scary, but it's
important to be aware of these types of
scams and to not offer any payment until
you verify your account status with us.
We will ALWAYS identify ourselves, and
we will NEVER call and ask for payment
information. If you receive a scam call,
please hang up immediately, and call
Farmers Electric to let us know and ask
any questions about your account status.

Thankful for a Caring Community

A

s a member-owner of Farmers
Electric Cooperative, you
probably don’t think often about
your ownership role with the
cooperative unless you’re paying your bill or
checking your usage.

Directors Attend 2022
Washington D.C. Flyin
Farmers Electric President and
Central Iowa Power Cooperative
Board Member Dan Westphal
and Farmers Electric Director
Mark Earhart were among a
group of representatives from
Iowa’s rural electric co-ops to visit
Washington, D.C., in September.
Every year, RECs from across
the country travel to our nation’s
capital to meet face-to-face with
Iowa’s Congressional leaders.
It's important for electric co-ops
like Farmers Electric to advocate
on behalf of our members
for legislation that is fair and
representative of our co-op's
values and goals.
Sponsored by the Iowa
Association of Electric
Cooperatives, the trip is an
opportunity to highlight how
federal legislation affects RECs
like Farmers Electric.
Pictured above, from left to right:
Kerry Koonce, CIPCO; Rep. Cindy
Axne; Deena Moore, Southwest
Iowa REC; Dan Westphal and Mark
Earhart, Farmers REC Board of
Directors.

But every day you can take pride in the
fact that you are an owner of an electric
cooperative that works hard to power the
communities we serve, including your friends,
family and neighbors. While our priority is
always to provide safe, reliable and affordable
energy, we view our role in the community as
a catalyst for good. As a local cooperative, we
believe we have an obligation to be an integral
part of the community by providing electrical
safety demonstrations in schools, sponsoring
a high school junior for the annual Youth
Tour trip to Washington, D.C., or providing
scholarships to graduating high school seniors
and more.
We are all owners of our co-op, and in a real
sense, we are owners of our community. Our
community is strong. But think about how

much greater it could be
if we work cooperatively
together to tackle future
challenges. If we act like
owners on a consistent
basis, we will put even more
care and attention into our HOLI WESTON
INTERIM CEO
community.
On a more personal note, we appreciate the
countless acts of kindness our lineworkers
and other employees receive when they are
out working in severe weather and dangerous
conditions. With winter right around the
corner, we know there will be times our crews
are called out during challenging conditions
for prolonged periods as they work to restore
power. Thank you for your patience during
these times.
We all have a role to play in our cooperative
as it reflects the evolving needs of our local
community. We promise to do our part to
make our corner of the world a better place,
but we can’t do it without you, and for that, we
are thankful for your membership.

Utility Poles Aren't Billboards

P

osting signs on a utility pole may
seem harmless, but it actually
presents a significant safety hazard
to our lineworkers and other utility
employees who may be working on or near the
poles.
Balloons, signs, birdhouses or flags, for
instance, that are attached with nails, staples
or sharp tacks can tear our lineworkers’ rubber
equipment which helps protect them from
electrical shock.
We value the safety of our employees and
customers above all else, so be sure not to hang
signs of any type to utility poles.
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RECIPES

Orange Apricot Jell-O Salad

Pumpkin Bars

3 – 3oz. boxes of orange
Jell-O®

2 c. sifted flour

24 oz. apricot nectar,
boiled

2 c. sugar

1/2 tsp. salt

4 oz. softened cream
cheese
Prepare Jell-O in
three separate bowls
according to instructions,
substituting apricot
nectar for the boiling
water. When Jell-O is
completely dissolved in
the nectar, add one cup
of cold water to each of the three bowls. Pour the first bowl of
Jell-O mixture into a 9x13 pan and place in fridge to set. While
that is cooling, add softened cream cheese to bowl and with
electric mixer, slowly add in the second bowl of Jell-O mixture.
When completely blended, pour mixture over the first set layer.
The third layer can be poured over the top once the first two
layers are set. Once third layer is added, return to fridge to
set completely. This makes a pretty addition to Thanksgiving
dinner since it is orange in color. You can also add a lettuce leaf
to a dessert dish and add a piece of the Jell-O salad on top for
an individual serving.

1 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. cinnamon
4 eggs, beaten
1 15 oz. can pure pumpkin
1 c. vegetable oil
Frosting
8 oz. cream cheese, softened

3 3/4 c. – 4 c. powdered sugar

2/3 c. oleo/margarine		

2 T. milk

2 tsp. vanilla
Preheat oven to 350. Into bowl, sift together flour, salt, sugar,
baking soda, baking powder and cinnamon. Set aside. In
separate bowl, combine beaten eggs, pumpkin and oil. Add flour
mixture to pumpkin mixture and stir until well blended. Pour
batter into greased jelly roll pan (approx. 10” x 15”). Bake 15
minutes and test with toothpick. Bars are done when toothpick
comes out clean. Allow to cool completely and then frost.

Jan Krantz, Afton
DECEMBER: Merry & Sweet Christmas recipes

Kathy Bemisdarfer, St. Charles
Interim CEO:
Holi Weston
Open Lines is a monthly publication of
Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc.
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chocolatewithgrace.com

2389 Highway 92 | P.O. Box 330
Greenfield, Iowa 50849-0330
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.
24 hour outside depository
Ph: (800) 397-4821
Fax: (641) 343-7187
www.farmersrec.com

Board of Directors
Dan Westphal, President

Steve Chandler, Vice President

Kevin Tanner, Secretary

RoxAnn Rhoads, Treasurer

Cary Gilman		

Janelle Peiffer

Mark Earhart		

Kris Petter		

Kevin Stender
The mission of Farmers Electric Cooperative, Inc., is to deliver safe,
reliable, affordable electricity and other services to improve the
quality of life within our communities. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

